
Testimonials 

“I can’t thank you enough for your help in getting this 
ministry going here at UCCC. You and Carole did a terrific 
job in coming to Gainesville and convincing our elders and 
the church family here to begin this outreach. Since your 
visit we have had over 100 baptisms through our ministry 
to people in recovery. I thank God for the example of the 
recovery ministry there at North Atlanta Church of Christ.” 

Bruce Simmer, Minister, 
University City Church of Christ 

Gainesville, Florida. 
 
 
 
“A church’s ministry to people in recovery can and should 
be a union of the best addiction recovery programs 
available and the spiritual direction that comes from truly 
knowing the one, true God through Jesus.” 

Don McLaughlin, Minister 
North Atlanta Church of Christ 

 
 
 
“We assist people with their recovery, but when we want 
people to grow spiritually, we send them to North Atlanta. 
The ministry at North Atlanta provides our residents the 
opportunity to develop coping skills that a recovery program 
alone cannot provide.” 

Lucy Hall, Director, 
Mary Hall Freedom House 

 
 

“Since your visit to our congregation, God has continued 
to bless this ministry both spiritually and numerically. We 
are still strengthening our mentoring program. We are 
now at the point of looking to hire a full-time recovery 
minister in 2013.” 

Kent Jobe, Minister, 
College Avenue Church of Christ 

El Dorado, Arkansas 
 
 
 
“I never saw myself helping people who had been addicted to 
drugs, but once I became friends with my first mentee, Donna 
S., I began to understand that she wasn’t that different from 
me.  We both wanted and needed some of the same things.” 

Karen Henson, Christian Mentor 
 
 
 
“We were so very encouraged to learn of this ministry 
opportunity. Bill and Carole described what the ministry is 
and what it is not. Understanding that we will not be in 
the “recovery business”, but rather the “Jesus business” got 
our attention and put us at ease. The program they 
described will be ideal for our congregation. Quoting 
another of our shepherds who attended the seminar, “not 
only can we do this, we must do this!” I would be honored 
to recommend this seminar to anyone considering starting 
such a ministry.” 

Gerald Bendele, Elder 
Bammel Church of Christ 

Houston, Texas 

• The scope of our nation’s addiction problem and its 
implications for evangelism and kingdom growth. 

• The developmental history of the recovery ministry at the 
North Atlanta Church of Christ. 

• Understanding the recovery community; the church’s 
limitations, and the necessity for establishing healthy 
boundaries. 

• The role of the Church and Christian mentors: 

� Understanding the stages of change and healthy realistic 
expectations 

� Communication skills, sensitivity, and the recovery 
language 

� Boundaries for individual mentors 

� Additional critical ministry roles 

 

• Developing a recovery friendly worship 

• Consideration for developing appropriate Bible lessons for 
initial contact with recovery people, both on-site and off-site 

• Developing an effective Sunday and midweek class 
experiences for people of recovery—a look at the North 
Atlanta model “Anchor Class” and “Off-the-Chain” 

• Challenges for a church ministry to people in recovery, 
including: 

� Child Care 

� Transportation 

� Transition 

� Safety and Security 

� PR concerns (smoking, behavior, etc.) 

� Interfacing with other church ministries. 

Workshop Topics 


